
Shenandoah church of Christ 
11026 Wurzbach Rd 

San Antonio, TX 78230 
Phone: 210-696-5532 

Fax: 210-696-5181 
Email: 

shenandoah@shenandoahcoc.org 
 

Schedule of Services: 
 

Sunday 
Bible Study: 9:30 am 

Worship: 10:30 am 

Worship: 5:00 pm 

 

Wednesday 
Bible Study: 7:00 pm 

Those Privileged To Serve 
July 25              AM:   PM: 
Announcements   T. Mayces  T. Mayces  
Opening Prayer   J. Guillen  B. Maldonado 
Song Leader   J. Oakes   Singing Night 
Scripture Reading    Isaiah 53:1-5 
Communion   D. Shewmaker  G. Rios   
        H. lowe   A. Macias 
    C. Mokry 
    L. Purkey 
Speaker    G. Rodriguez  G. Rodriguez 
Closing Prayer   G. Rodriguez  S. Hernandez 
After Greeters   D & M Sudhoff  D & M Sudhoff  
Greeters/ushers   D. White  
    T. Sanchez 
A/V Duty    R. Raygoza 
Elder in charge:   E. Hipp 

 

August 1 
Announcements   L. Purkey  L. Purkey 
Opening Prayer   D. Shewmaker  M. De La Garza 
Song Leader   A. Macias  A. Garanzuay 
Scripture Reading  Luke 23:44-49 
Communion   J. Mokry  M. Thomas 
    J. Cowan  G. Rodriguez 
    L. White  
    A. Garanzuay 
Speaker    G. Rodriguez  G. Rodriguez 
Closing Prayer   T. Rios   C. Mokry 
After Greeters   E. Creek  E. Creek 
Greeters/ushers   D. White  
    H. Lowe 
A/V Duty    T. Mayces 
Elder in charge:   W. Holmes 

Visit Us On -Line: 

www.shenandoahcofc.org 

Our Shepherds: 
 

 

Bro. Elwyn Hipp (830-510-6311) 

 

Bro. Wayne Holmes (696-8597) 

 

Bro. Larry Purkey (680-9932) 

 

Gospel Preacher: 
 

 

 

Bro. G. Rodriguez (315-4453) 

 

Email: contend_faith@yahoo.com 

 

Service Opportunities for 2010 
    July   August 
Fellowship Dinner  Purkey/Hipp  Hipp/Holmes 

 

Prepare Communion  Oakes   Mayces 

 

Auditorium Duties  Townsend  Hernandez 

  

Baptismal Gar/Cry Room Empett   Hipp 

 

In Charge of Services  Guillen  Macias 

Wednesday Evening Devotional 
                       July 28:    D. Shewmaker August 4:    S. Hernandez  

                    August 11:  A. Macias  August 18:  J. Oakes 

THE GOSPEL CALLTHE GOSPEL CALL  

 July 25, 2010    òI press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus ó         Volume 7, Issue 13 

Shenandoah church of  Christ   Home of  the Annual Shenandoah Lectures 

ARE ALL VERSIONS OF THE BIBLE TRUSTWORTHY? (2) 
 

 The modern versions of the Bible have spawned largely because of linguistic changes in our world. 
The thought was, and still is, that as language is in constant flux, so must the Bible be changed to meet the 
demands of ephemeral words and meanings. In other words, archaic words must be substituted with lucid 
ones. I would venture to say that in some cases it is good to simplify harder words with easier ones for the 
sake of understanding. But while intentions are good, many times the end product becomes disastrous. Here 
is what happens. Instead of clarifying or simplifying a Hebrew or Greek word using an English word that is 
comparable in meaning, the translators interject either their understanding of what a word means or use a 
completely different word altogether. When translating the Bible, weõre talking about a serious venture; not 
like translating some secular piece of literature. There is no room for error when it comes to identifying what 
God said. Weõve got to get it right because we need the correct word as God gave it in order that we might 
be led in the straight and narrow path. 
 
 The older translations of the Bible (KJV and ASV 1901) did a wonderful job in conveying the original 
Hebrew and Greek words into English. The only problem is some of the meanings are no longer in vogue, 
thus causing a gap in understanding.  Here is an example. The word conversation is used today to mean an 
oral dialogue between two people. But the use of the word conversation in the King James Bible meant a per-
sonõs manner of life, his disposition (Cf., 1 Tim 5:12). So as you can see, it is at times needful for language to 
be simplified to capture the  essence of meaning. But is this to say that all modern versions of the Bible do 
this well? No! While many translators have good intentions, what often happens personal beliefs and dog-
mas are interjected. Here is a prime example of this. Since the religion of Catholicism was prevalent in the 
15th century it is easy to spot a prejudice in the word chosen to interpret the Greek word pascha in Acts 12:4.  
The translators of the King James Bible rendered it this way: òé.intending after Easter to bring him forth to the 
people.ó What is interesting is the word òEasteró did not evolve until the 10th century. Would the hearers in 
Lukeõs time have understood the Greek word pascha to mean Easter? Of course not.  The pascha was the Pass-
over, a Jewish celebration commemorating their freedom from Egyptian slavery (Ex 13-14). Therefore, the 
correct rendering of the verse should have read òPassoveró not Easter.  This is what happens when men al-
low their prejudices to seep into their work of translating. Men must be honest enough to translate the origi-
nal word with a comparable English word so that true understanding can be rendered.  
 
 There is no doubt a great need to simply some archaic words, but with it carries a necessary danger 
that we must be aware of. While we want simpler, we have to be careful that the translation of the verse has 
not been altered in anyway, affecting the truth of Godõs word. This is why I maintain that we invest in a He-
brew and Greek lexicon to make sure that the verse we are considering is the way God bequeathed it. Re-
member, you are responsible for your own salvation (Phil 2:12). Donõt depend on someone else; do your own 
research. May God be Praised! 
             Bro. G. Rodriguez  
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FOR THE RECORD 

 

July 18 
Bible Class   58 
AM Worship   86 
PM Worship   50 
Wed. Bible Class   61 
Weekly Contribution  $2,360.50 
Weekly budget amount  $2,311.00 
Budget to date   $67,019.00 
Contribution to date  $76,017.61 
ABOVE  budget   $8,998.61 
 

DAILY BIBLE READERS FOR THE WEEK OF 

July 18th (AUDITORIUM) 

N/A 

 ELDERSô CORNER:   HOG PEN LESSONS (2) 

 

What The Prodigal Son Learned  (Luke 15:11-32) 
 

He learned that freedom has responsibilities.  His sudden feeling of independence 
caused him to make rash and foolish decisions and nearly ruined his life. 

He learned the folly of wastefulness. 
He learned the high cost of low living. 

He learned that life can be hard. 
He learned that craving pleasure is a symptom of immaturity. 

He learned that few people in the world love as does a good parent. 
He learned that desperate people will do almost anything. 

He learned that it takes resolution and courage to be humble and return to God. 
He learned that a person must not let hypocrites keep him away from God. 

He learned that his father truly loved him and would joyfully give him another chance. 
 

This is the message of Christõs Gospel.  You and I are too important and precious to 
waste our lives in the hog pens of life.  Repentance and obedience are the open doors 
that lead to God and Heaven.  And now, for nearly two thousand years the story of 
that young manõs courage and wisdom has led sad souls who were crushed by sin to 
take new hope and to return to God and His love.  Suffering can be a great teacher if 

we will let it. 
 

       Bro. Holmes 
 

 Lord, this humble house weėd keep 

  Sweet with play and calm with 

sleep.  

Help us so that we may give  

Beauty to the lives we live.  

Let Thy love and let Thy grace  

Shine upon our dwelling place.  

What is a miracle? (4)  
As was noted earlier, there are three key words used in the Bible to indicate a supernatural event. They are: signs, won-

ders, and powers. A sign indicated a mark or token ð a supernatural act performed to confirm a personõs authority and his mes-
sage; a wonder indicated something done that was awe-inspiring ð the result of the supernatural act;  and power indicated ability, 
force, or strength ð the source of the supernatural act, that being God. But why did God have to work supernaturally? Follow the 
line of reasoning. 

 
 God created man. Man sinned. God loved man. God sent Jesus to restore the broken line of fellowship. Christ died on the 
cross for the sins of the whole world. Man, through Christ, now has access unto God. This is a nut-shell is the scheme of redemption. 
To bring about this wonderful plan of spiritual rejuvenation, God had to move along this plan in the lives of men. Why? Since Jesus 
was going to be born of woman, God had to interject Himself into the lives of men to make sure that the promise of Genesis 3:15 
would come to fruition. Along the way, God altered events in history, that if left untreated, would have thwarted the scheme of 
redemption, enervating all human hope. Therefore, God worked within this world to make sure that His plan promulgated as was 
predicted in the long ago. In the Old Testament and 1st Century (up until 100 A.D.), God worked in two ways. God worked above 
nature and manipulated nature to achieve unexpected results. Let me explain. When God created this world, He set in place laws 
of nature. These include, but not limited to, the law of gravity, the laws of weather, the laws of botany, the laws of agriculture, the 
law of sexual reproduction, and the laws of the animal kingdom. God providently set up this world to exist within a spectrum of 
laws. These laws bring order to this world. Interesting about the laws of nature is their predictability in many cases. The reason why 
we are able to predict nature is because it exists within a uniform framework given by God (cf., Mt 16:1-4). For example, what 
goes up must come down, cold air mixing with a warm atmosphere usually sparks rain, sun and water are needed for a plant to 
grow, an apple seed will give us an apple tree, sperm and egg are needed to conceive, and the survival of the fittest usually pre-
vails. Seeing this is the case, the laws of nature runs its course impartial to human history and has no meaning other than doing what 
it has been set up to do. Now, here is where God enters the picture. Since God is the Creator and Sustainer of the world (Col 
1:16), He is the only Being able to either go above the laws of nature or manipulate them for His desired purpose. In other words, 
God is able to defy the laws of nature by doing something that would never have happened naturally or by doing something that 
would have happened naturally but manipulated the laws to produce an unexpected result. An example of these two can be found 
in the book of Exodus. God did something that would never have happened naturally, such as changing water into blood (Ex 7:14-
25) and manipulated nature producing an unexpected result, such as using a strong east wind to divide the Red Sea (Ex 14:21). 
Interestingly, both of these events are referred to in Scripture as òsigns and wondersó (Ex 7:3; Ps 78:11-13). Signs and wonders is 
the catch phrase to indicate that a supernatural event had occurred. Therefore, this means that if God works above nature, or ma-
nipulates nature, these actions are supernatural events. To be continuedé. May God be praised! 
             Bro. G. Rodriguez  
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Church Family News 
Continue To Remember In Your Private Prayers: 
Talon Thomasñcontinues to battle chronic illnesses. 
Scott Gribbleñcontinues to improve. 
Wayne Holmes 
Jeannette Grimesñchronic eye problem.   
Jack OakesñJohnõs father is now in Hospice care 
George Jackson 
Juanita Mahanñcontinues to recuperate at the Purkeyõs home 
Melody Sudhoffñhealth of Mel & their son 
David Sudhoffñfor success in finding a job  
Charlotte Hiltonñcousin of G. Mayces is battling breast cancer 
Erma GaranzuayñAlexõs sister is battling cancer 
Paul Lunañ-Alexõs nephew is home ofter surgery 
Richard Rodriguezñchronic health problems 
Ramon Sanchezñbrother of Tim Sanchez--battling emphysema 
Reagan DorriesñBillõs nieceñ battling undiagnosed illness 
Nancy Wulffñhealth issues 

Elwyn Hippñfor a complete recovery from his back surgery 
Rina Whiteñchronic health problems 
Baltierra family, J. Oakes, & S. Hernandezñtravelling for work 
David Martinezõs fatherñhad a stroke recently 
Erica Sustaytañtravelling in Wyoming 
Eloise Jonesñhas a broken foot, but wants no visitors 
Shewmaker familyñon vacation in Alaska 
 
Our Shut Ins:   
Eloise Jones   
Cecilia Vaughn  
Dorothy Harper   

 News: 
 

¶ We are now sending the Church Newsletter to your 
e-mail addresses. It will be sent on Fridayõs; be ex-
pecting it. For those who receive the Newsletter by 
e-mail we ask that you do not pick up a hard copy 
on Sunday. This was done in order to conserve pa-
per and ink.  

¶ The Ladiesõ Bible Class will met today at 4:00 P.M. 
in the annex.  The lesson will be number 9 from the 
book, My Sisterõs Keeper. 

¶ The Menõs Training Class will be held today at 4:00 
P.M. in the auditorium. 

¶ The young people will meet at 3:00 for Bible Bowl 
preparations 

¶ The family devotional will be on Saturday, July 
31st at 6 P.M. at the Oakesõ home.  The menu is 
potluck and maps are in the foyer. 

¶ If you have an e-mail address and have not done 
so yet, please check the list in the foyer and correct 
it if needed or check it off if itõs correct. 

¶ The Elders encourage you to remember to share 
the DVDs in the foyer with our visitors. 

 

Sermon Watch  

Themes: 
!-ȡ ȰExcept the Lord Build the Houseȱ 
PM:  Character Studies 
 
Sermon Topic: 
!-ȡ  Ȱ"ÕÔ ÁÓ ÆÏÒ ÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÙ ÈÏÕÓÅ ×ÉÌÌ ×Å ÓÅÒÖÅ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȱ 
PM:  Congregational Singing 

What Must I Do To Be Saved? (Acts 2.37,38) 
 Nearly two thousand years ago an important question was raised before the Apostles after 
ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÄ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÇÈÔÙ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ÅØÐÏÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÎÆÕÌ ÄÅÅÄÓ ÏÆ ÈÕÍÁÎÉÔÙȡ ȰMen 
and brethren, what shall we do?ȱ ɉ!ÃÔÓ ΨȢΩέɊȢ 4ÈÅ ÈÅÁÒÅÒÓ ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ 
since their conscience had convicted them of sin before God. Without hesitation, Peter elevated his 
ÖÏÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÃÌÁÉÍÅÄȟ ȰRepent and be baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the re-
mission of sinsȣȢȱ ɉ!ÃÔÓ ΨȢΩήɊȢ 5ÐÏÎ ÈÅÁÒÉÎÇ 0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÂÅÙÅÄȡ ȰThen they that 
gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thou-
sand soulsȱ ɉ!ÃÔÓ ΨȢΪΧɊȢ "ÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÂÅÌÉÅÆ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÁÎÄ (ÉÓ ×ÏÒÄ ɉ*ÏÈÎ ήȢΨΪɊȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÇÌÁÄÌÙ 
accepted what was required of them for salvation. They repented of sin, confessed the name of Christ 
(Acts 2.40; Matthew 10.32,33), and were baptized for the remission of their sins (Mark 16.16).  Their 
submission unto the will of God granted them salvation and entry into the church Jesus died for (Acts 
2.47). There is coming a day when all men shall be judged by God (2 Corinthians 5.10)! Would you not 
want to meet the Lord in a saved position? Then humbly submit unto God and His will (James 4.7). 


